
State of Nature in Greater Manchester

Item 8b



State of Nature Report 

• Highlights urgent challenges faced by nature across 
Greater Manchester 

• Report covers trends in wildlife and our most 
important spaces for nature and the pressures it 
faces, uses of land, wider benefits from nature and 
peoples access to nature

• The report will be used to help develop Greater 
Manchester’s Local Nature Recovery Strategy



Headline Findings



Greater Manchester sites selected or designated for nature conservation

of Greater 

Manchester’s land is 

currently protected 

for nature.

11%

of Greater Manchester is 

selected as Local Wildlife 

Sites and receives the 

least protection

5%

Our best sites for nature 



Losses and Gains of Local Wildlife Sites
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Annual losses and gains in the area of Local Wildlife Sites in Greater Manchester (ha)11



0%

10%

20%

30%

40%

50%

60%

70%

80%

Favourable Unfavourable - Recovering Unfavourable - No change Unfavourable - Declining Partially destroyed Destroyed

P
e
rc

e
n
ta

g
e
 a

re
a
 o

f 
A

ll 
S

S
S

I

GM North West England

Condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest in Greater Manchester, North West and England13
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Species Return 

• Otter sightings have increased across Greater 
Manchester, showing that they are now resident 
and increasing their distribution 

• Fish and Mayflies have returned to the River 
Mersey 

• The Manchester Argus Butterfly has returned 
through successful reintroduction by the Great 
Manchester Wetlands Species Reintroduction 
project on Astley Moss

• Nightjars and other bird species have returned 
to Chat Moss

• Reintroduction of several specialised bog 
plants across Greater Manchester's lowland 
peatlands



Main land uses



Water

• Water in Greater 

Manchester is under 

pressure from a range of 

sources 



Trees

• Rise in tree planting

• Management of our trees is under 

resourced

• Woodlands could be better utilised to 

support biodiversity 



Summary 

• We are facing a biodiversity emergency.

• Despite improvements in the environment in the last 
50 years, species are still in decline. Despite some 
success stories.

• The total area of GM protected for nature has 
stagnated and sites aren’t in the best condition. 

• Our key networks – waterways and trees/woodlands 
– are under threat, including from invasive species 
and climate change. 

• We need collective action to turn this around –
including looking at agricultural land, amenity land, 
residential gardens, transport infrastructure and 
buildings. 
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